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Universal  Bible  Sunday —  and  a  world  plunging  into  war! 
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Its  observance  this  year  becomes  a  patriotic  duty. 
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The  Truth  That  Makes  Men  Free 

By 

JOHN  ALEXANDER  MACKAY 


ne  of  the  many  things  in  modern 
life  which  we  had  accustomed  our¬ 
selves  to  take  for  granted  and  to  re¬ 
gard  as  an  imperishable  part  of  our  heritage 
from  the  past,  was  liberty.  Until  quite  recently, 
no  one  believed  that  the  great  liberties,  fruits 
of  long  centuries  of  struggle  —  liberty  of 
thought  and  of  speech,  liberty  to  dispose  of 
one’s  goods  and  one’s  person,  liberty  of  public 
assembly  and  of  religious  worship — would  ever 
be  challenged  again.  How  rudely  we  have  been 
aroused  from  our  romantic  slumber!  Not  only 
have  those  liberties  been  challenged  in  places 
where  they  had  been  taken  for  granted;  they 
have  been  destroyed  in  places  where  they  had 
been  regarded  as  sacred  and  inviolable. 

The  chief  symbol  of  the  eclipse  of  liberty  in 
our  time  is  the  coming  of  the  new  state.  Free¬ 
dom’s  death  knell  has  been  sounded  over  wide 
areas  of  the  world  by  the  founders  of  the  great 
totalitarian  systems.  "Liberty  is  precious,”  said 
Lenin,  "so  precious  that  we  must  ration  it.” 
"Liberty  is  dead,”  said  Mussolini,  "and  its 
corpse  is  already  putrescent.”  The  rationing 
and  death  of  freedom  in  many  lands  is  the  most 
disturbing  feature  in  the  human  situation  today. 

The  unexpected  eclipse  of  freedom  in  some 
parts  of  the  world,  and  the  probability  that  its 
torch  will  grow  increasingly  dim  in  others, 
forces  Christians  everywhere  to  rethink  what 
freedom  means,  and  how  the  freedom  they 
enjoy  has  been  achieved.  The  new  situation 
has  developed  so  suddenly,  that  we  have  all 
been  taken  unawares.  Not  long  ago  a  group 


of  Christian  philosophers  and  jurists  were  called 
together  to  give  their  counsel  upon  problems 
arising  from  the  loss  of  religious  liberty  by 
missionaries  and  national  Christians  in  certain 
countries.  In  the  course  of  discussion,  the  ob¬ 
servation  was  made  that  no  fundamental  trea¬ 
tise  had  been  written  on  the  subject  of  religious 
toleration  since  the  days  of  John  Locke  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  The  need  had  not  arisen 
for  such  a  treatise.  But  now  the  problem  of 
freedom  has  become  the  most  crucial  in  the  life 
of  the  world  and  the  most  worthy  of  earnest 
thought. 

In  this  paper  we  shall  limit  ourselves  to  one 
phase  of  the  subject — the  relation  of  the  Bible 
to  human  freedom.  We  shall  consider:  first, 
the  part  being  played  by  the  Bible  where  free¬ 
dom  is  being  eclipsed;  secondly,  the  contribu¬ 
tion  made  by  the  Bible  in  securing  the  prin¬ 
cipal  liberties  which  we  enjoy;  thirdly,  the  par¬ 
ticular  quality  of  freedom  with  which  the  Bible 
is  supremely  concerned. 

I 

One  of  the  striking  and  significant  things  in 
the  present-day  crisis  of  liberty  is  that  the 
last  stand  for  freedom  in  many  a  land  is  being 
inspired  by  the  Bible.  When  we  survey  the  world 
of  today,  we  discover  that  the  groups  which, 
despite  persecution  and  the  loss  of  all  outward 
liberty,  are  offering  the  most  resolute  resistance 
to  the  new  despotisms,  are  groups  which  have 
found  their  inspiration  in  the  Christian  Scrip¬ 
tures.  The  book  whose  pages  relate  the  most 
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significant  crisis  in  human  history;  whose  in¬ 
fluence  has  revolutionized  the  life  of  individu¬ 
als  and  of  society,  never  comes  to  its  own  so 
much  as  in  times  of  crisis  and  revolution. 

Take,  for  example,  the  situation  in  Germany. 
When  Dr.  Albert  Einstein  came  to  America 
some  years  ago,  an  exile  from  his  native 
country,  he  made  a  very  significant  statement. 
He  said  that,  when  National  Socialism  came 
into  power  in  Germany  and  began  to  challenge 
the  traditional  liberties  of  the  country,  he  felt 
certain  that  the  standard  of  revolt  would  be 
unfurled  within  the  German  universities  and 
learned  societies.  What  was  his  surprise  to 
discover  that  the  challenge  to  freedom  was  met 
with  resolution  only  within  the  Christian 
Church — a  community  which  he  had  until  that 
time  despised!  But,  who  were  the  men  within 
the  German  Church  who  proved  to  be  most 
unflinching  in  their  opposition  to  the  new  pagan 
order?  They  were  invariably  churchmen  who 
took  the  Bible  seriously.  Listen  to  voices  from 
a  German  prison — to  the  words  of  comrades  of 
that  noble  Bible  Christian,  Martin  Niemoeller. 
Says  one  imprisoned  pastor:  "It  is  most  wonder¬ 
ful  to  read  the  Bible  at  such  a  time.  How  alive 
it  suddenly  becomes  and  how  real!  It  really 
gives  you  the  impression  of  having  been  written 
specially  for  prisoners  and  for  prison.”1  And 
another,  referring  to  the  famous  Barmen  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  Confessional  Church,  says,  "If 
anyone  can  prove  that  one  sentence  of  our 
declaration  is  not  in  accord  with  the  Holy 
Scriptures  and  the  Word  of  God,  I  am  abso¬ 
lutely  ready  to  sign  a  statement  that  I  will  keep 
silence  as  regards  that  statement.”2  Men  like 
that  are  invincible. 

II 

The  book  which  today  inspires  men  who 
stand  in  the  last  redoubt  of  freedom,  has  been 

1  "I  Was  in  Prison.”  The  suppressed  letters  of  German 
pastors,  by  Charles  S.  MacFarlane,  p.  40. 

2  Id,  p.  42. 


itself  the  great  pioneer  of  human  liberty.  Let 
us  look  at  the  progress  of  freedom  in  the  out¬ 
ward  lot  of  mankind  through  the  influence  of 
the  Bible  and  of  Biblical  religion. 

The  Bible  has  made  a  supreme  contribution 
to  popular  education.  More  than  any  book  or 
force  in  history,  it  has  been  the  great  liberator 
of  the  human  mind.  It  has  burst  open  the 
prison  doors  of  superstition.  Its  translation 
into  each  new  language  has  been  a  classic  event 
in  the  educational  advance  of  the  people  speak¬ 
ing  that  language.  The  reign  of  illiteracy  be¬ 
gins  to  come  to  an  end  in  the  life  of  a  people 
from  the  time  the  Bible  comes  among  them, 
and  they  are  free  to  listen  to  its  message. 

Educationally  speaking,  no  country  owes 
more  to  the  influence  of  the  Bible  than  the 
United  States.  For  a  hundred  years  the  "New 
England  Primer,”  which  was  essentially  a  Bible 
primer,  designed  by  the  early  colonists  to  teach 
children  to  read  and  to  know  the  Bible,  was 
the  schoolbook  of  the  overwhelming  mass  of 
Americans  in  colonial  days.  Known  as  the 
"Little  Bible  of  New  England,”  it  was  popular 
in  all  the  colonies  until  after  the  Revolution. 
It  is  estimated  that,  in  the  course  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  years,  three  million  copies  of  this 
epoch-making  little  textbook  were  sold  and 
used.3  Later,  when  the  movement  began  to 
people  the  great  spaces  to  the  west,  the  little 
schoolhouse  was  ever  the  companion  of  the 
little  church  on  the  advancing  frontiers  of  civil¬ 
ization. 

As  with  elementary,  so  with  higher  educa¬ 
tion.  The  foundation  of  Christian  colleges  by 
the  different  denominations,  and  their  rapid 
growth  in  influence  and  numbers  from  the  At¬ 
lantic  to  the  Pacific,  is  perhaps  the  greatest 
educational  epic  of  all  time.  These  colleges, 
from  the  founding  of  Harvard  onwards,  were 
primarily  designed  to  give  a  thorough  ground- 

3  Vid — The  Bible  in  America  (P.  Marion  Simms),  Wil¬ 
son  Erickson,  Inc,  pp.  42-44. 
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ing  in  the  classics  and  in  general  secular  learn¬ 
ing  to  the  men  who  looked  forward  to  be 
preachers  of  the  Word.  They  became  the  pre¬ 
cursors  and  patterns  of  the  great  state  uni¬ 
versities  of  a  later  day. 

How  different  has  been  the  course  of  pop¬ 
ular  education  in  areas  where  the  Bible  has 
been  traditionally  banned!  The  official  church 
in  Spain  and  Latin  America  refused  to  give  the 
Bible  to  the  people.  Christianity  in  these 
countries  gave  birth  to  no  great  popular  move¬ 
ment  in  education.  So  far  as  religion  was  con¬ 
cerned,  the  masses  were  left  in  ignorance  and 
superstition  through  the  lack  of  schools.  Mex¬ 
ico  before  the  revolution  was  a  typical  case. 
To  this  day  the  percentage  of  illiterates  in  the 
lands  that  make  up  the  Hispanic  group  of  na¬ 
tions  is  appalling.  And  yet,  how  many  cases 
are  known  of  men  and  women  in  those  lands, 
beyond  the  age  of  three  score  and  ten,  who, 
on  becoming  gripped  by  Bible  truth,  learned 
to  read  in  order  to  enjoy  the  book  that  set  their 
spirits  free.  The  literacy  among  members  of 
the  evangelical  community  in  Latin-American 
countries  is  overwhelmingly  greater  than  it  is 
in  the  community  in  general. 

Equally  striking  is  the  link  between  the  Bible 
and  civil  liberties.  It  was  William  Wilberforce 
— a  lover  of  the  Bible,  a  man  who  owed  his 
soul  to  its  liberating  truth — who  led  the  great 
crusade  to  emancipate  Negro  slaves  in  the 
British  Empire.  It  was  a  contemporary  of 
Wilberforce,  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper,  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  a  man  of  one  book  from  boyhood 
to  old  age,  who  championed  the  cause  of  fac¬ 
tory  workers  in  industrial  England,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  securing  the  passage  of  one  act  after 
another  through  the  British  parliament  to  alle¬ 
viate  their  lot. 

The  same  relationship  exists  between  the 
Book  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens 
in  a  democratic  order.  Those  Christian  churches 
that  were  zealous  to  order  the  lives  of  their 


members  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of 
Holy  Scripture,  became  nurseries  of  liberty 
and  training  places  for  civic  and  political  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Their  insistence,  to  the  point  of 
sacrifice,  upon  their  rights  according  to  the 
Word  of  God  obliged  the  state  to  which  they 
belonged  to  cultivate  tolerance  and  to  make 
provision  for  the  coexistence  of  varying  view¬ 
points  within  the  national  family.  Church  mem¬ 
bership  schooled  men  and  women  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  responsible  duties.  It  prepared  them 
to  claim  and  to  exercise  the  rights  of  citizens 
in  the  affairs  of  state;  it  made  them  sensitive 
to  community  needs  which  it  was  their  respon¬ 
sibility  to  meet. 

The  extent  to  which  the  Christian  Church 
has  been  the  great  school  of  democracy,  with 
the  Bible  as  the  principal  textbook  of  demo¬ 
cratic  freedom  and  responsibility,  is  best  appre¬ 
ciated  when  we  compare  the  history  of  democ¬ 
racy  in  the  United  States  with  that  of  demo¬ 
cratic  institutions  in  the  sister  republics  of 
Latin  America.  A  distinguished  Argentine 
thinker  was  discussing  the  long  series  of  revo¬ 
lutions  that  have  marred  the  political  history 
of  Latin-American  countries,  and  the  reasons 
why  it  has  been  difficult  for  democratic  prin¬ 
ciples  to  become  fully  indigenous  in  the  His¬ 
panic  world.  He  made  this  luminous  state¬ 
ment:  "Only  those  countries  have  ever  made  a 
success  of  democracy,"  he  said  in  substance,  "in 
which  the  people,  or  at  least  a  strong  minority 
of  the  people,  have  cultivated  personal  religion 
and  taken  up  an  attitude  of  personal  loyalty  to 
God.  The  experience  of  God  and  the  appeal  to 
God  gives  people  a  sense  of  dignity;  it  instils 
into  them  settled  principles  of  right  living,  and 
inspires  them  with  a  deep  sense  of  responsible 
action.  In  our  countries, — he  went  on, — religi¬ 
ous  inwardness  has  been  lacking  throughout 
our  history,  with  the  result  that  we  have  not 
found  it  possible  to  be  consistently  loyal  to  the 
democratic  system."  Spiritual  inwardness  is  in- 
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separable  from  the  Bible.  As  more  than  one 
great  South  American  writer  has  pointed  out, 
this  inwardness,  which  is  the  necessary  pre¬ 
requisite  of  democracy,  has  been  lacking  in 
Latin  America  because  the  people  have  not 
known  the  Bible  at  first  hand.  A  reasoned  and 
dispassionate  study  of  Hispanic  history  makes 
it  plain  that  the  unhappy  political  annals  of 
Spain  and  her  ancient  culunies  derive  from  the 
fact  that  official  Christianity  in  those  lands 
placed  a  decisive  ban  upon  a  knowledge  of  the 
Bible  by  the  people. 

The  case  is  not  different  when  we  come  to 
the  high  realms  of  cultural  and  religious  free¬ 
dom.  Freedom  of  thought  and  freedom  of  con¬ 
science — the  twin  liberties  that  are  most  pre¬ 
cious  to  civilized  man — without  which  no  civili¬ 
zation  is  worthy  of  the  name,  are  children  of 
the  Bible.  While  it  is  true  that  the  demand  for 
intellectual  freedom  originated  in  Greece  rather 
than  in  Judea,  and  that  the  right  to  think  freely 
has  been  as  much  insisted  upon  by  secular  as  by 
Christian  thinkers,  this  should  be  remembered. 
Greece  and  her  thinkers  would  have  lain  buried 
in  their  graves  and  remained  lost  to  history  but 
for  a  renaissance  of  the  Bible  and  of  interest 
in  the  Bible.  For  ' 'Greece,’ ’  as  has  been  beau¬ 
tifully  said,  "arose  from  the  grave  with  the 
New  Testament  in  her  hand."  All  this  is  true 
despite  the  fact  that  Christians  have  sometimes 
interpreted  the  Bible  and  its  teaching  in  such 
a  way  as  to  show  intolerance  and  bigotry  with 
respect  to  the  ideas  and  religious  practices  of 
other  people.  Alas,  many  a  scandal  has  been 
perpetrated  adown  the  ages  in  the  name  of  the 
Bible  and  in  professed  loyalty  to  Biblical  truth. 
But  Christianity  and  the  Bible  have  not  been 
to  blame  for  the  misguided  zeal  of  many  of 
their  devotees. 

Not  only  so;  it  was  the  Bible  insistence  that 
truth  is  one  because  God  is  one,  that  made  the 
scientific  spirit  and  the  freedm  of  scientific  re¬ 
search  possible.  Evangelical  Christians  have 


been  among  the  most  unswerving  champions  of 
freedom  of  research,  even  when  research  was 
carried  out  on  the  Bible  itself,  and  views  of 
the  Bible  were  expressed  that  conflicted  with 
those  traditionally  held.  Cultural  freedom, 
moreover,  will  follow  the  fate  of  the  Bible. 
Let  the  Bible  be  repudiated  as  the  supreme 
guidebook  of  mankind,  and  intellectual  free¬ 
dom  will  die.  The  proof  of  this  is  the  death  of 
intellectual  freedom  in  Russia  and  in  Germany, 
where  Christianity  and  its  records  have  been  re¬ 
jected. 

As  for  freedom  of  conscience,  that  is  to  say, 
religious  freedom,  nowhere  has  it  been  more 
effective  than  in  countries  where  the  principles 
of  Biblical  Christianity  have  swayed  the  popular 
mind.  The  United  States,  which  more  than  any 
other  country  was  founded  by  men  mastered  by 
the  Bible,  has  been  the  most  hospitable  country 
in  history  to  divergent  religious  ideas  and  sects. 
The  battle  of  religious  liberty  was  won  in  Amer¬ 
ica  by  men  whose  faith  was  grounded  in  the 
Scriptures.  Who  can  forget  that  that  great 
Christian,  Roger  Williams,  was  "the  first  person 
in  modern  Christendom  to  assert  in  its  plen¬ 
itude  the  doctrine  of  the  liberty  of  conscience, 
the  equality  of  opinions  before  the  law?" 
(Bancroft).  How  can  civilization  in  America 
ever  forget  its  debt  to  the  Baptists,  "the  first 
body  of  Christians  to  formulate  and  enforce  a 
doctrine  of  religious  liberty?"  The  Presby¬ 
terians,  whose  historical  love  of  freedom  made 
them  the  first  in  the  political  realm  to  advocate 
American  independence,  have  enshrined  in  their 
standards  the  foundation  principle  of  religious 
liberty  that  "God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  con¬ 
science."  Because  this  principle  has  been  rec¬ 
ognized,  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic,  Jew 
and  Buddhist,  are  able  to  live  in  this  free  land 
in  peace  and  liberty. 

It  is  natural  that  this  unbreakable  link  should 
have  been  forged  across  the  centuries  between 
the  Bible  and  human  freedom — and  that  the 
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"book  of  a  thousand  tongues"  should  have 
taken  part  in  a  thousand  battles  for  liberty.  In¬ 
creasing  insight  adown  the  centuries  into  the 
Bible  view  of  man  and  his  destiny  led  to  the 
removal  of  obstacles  to  the  development  of  free 
personality.  For,  in  the  Bible,  man  is  set  forth 
as  a  being  who  has  infinite  value  for  God,  his 
Creator  and  Redeemer.  Inasmuch  as  God  has 
called  him  to  the  high  destiny  of  sonship,  cer¬ 
tain  important  consequences  follow.  No  hu¬ 
man  authority  has  a  right  to  degrade  or  enslave 
man  or  to  deprive  him  of  his  right  to  self-de¬ 
velopment.  He  should  be  free  to  assume  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  which  he  is  fitted.  None  should 
demand  of  him  a  love  or  loyalty  which  are  due 
to  God  alone.  It  is  the  duty  of  society  and  the 
state  to  do  what  lies  in  their  power  to  free  men 
from  such  conditions  as  make  it  difficult  for 
them  to  fulfill  their  destiny  as  children  of  God. 

Ill 

Freedom,  however,  means  a  great  deal  more 
than  freedom  to  obtain  an  education,  freedom 
from  inhuman  treatment,  freedom  to  assume  re¬ 
sponsibility  according  to  one’s  capacity,  freedom 
from  the  necessity  of  believing  or  worshipping 
in  opposition  to  one’s  conscience.  These  liber¬ 
ties  are  all  precious.  They  have  been  the  birth¬ 
right  of  successive  generations  of  people  in  the 
Anglo-Saxon  world.  The  Bible  has  played  a 
major  part  in  securing  them.  But  one  might 
enjoy  all  these  liberties  to  the  full  without  be¬ 
ing  free.  A  man  might  be  free  from  all  external 
authority  and  yet  be  a  slave — a  slave  to  his  own 
self-will.  True  freedom  is  positive  in  character. 
It  is  much  more  than  freedom  from  evil  condi¬ 
tions  that  prevent  the  full  development  of  per¬ 
sonality;  it  is  the  freedom  that  is  born  when 
personality  in  its  wholeness  dedicates  itself  to 
the  pursuit  of  the  good.  It  is  freedom  in  the 
truth;  freedom  born  of  a  full  commitment  to 
God  in  whose  love  and  service  man  becomes 
fully  free  and  truly  man. 


"Make  me  a  captive,  Lord, 
and  then  I  shall  be  free.” 

Perfect  human  freedom  is  captivity  to  the  di¬ 
vine.  It  is  "to  become  to  the  Eternal  Goodness 
what  his  own  hand  is  to  a  man."  Only  in  ren¬ 
dering  loving  service  to  the  Almighty  Father 
does  the  creature  achieve  the  freedom  of  son- 
ship  in  the  universe,  and  become  a  constructive 
member  in  God’s  kingdom. 

The  Bible  opens  up,  in  concrete  personal 
terms,  the  meaning  of  the  highest  human  free¬ 
dom  and  of  the  truth  that  leads  men  to  it.  Light 
is  flashed  upon  the  basic  problem  of  human 
nature.  The  chief  thraldom  in  which  man  finds 
himself  is  not  bondage  to  external  ills,  but 
bondage  to  his  own  evil  will.  He  is  a  sinner 
in  servitude  to  the  law  of  sin  within  him.  He 
loves  himself  more  than  God  and  his  neighbor; 
he  determines  his  actions  by  self-interest;  he 
hates  the  thought  of  full  submission  to  the  will 
of  God;  and,  in  consequence,  he  hates  God 
who  requires  such  submission  from  men.  At 
the  heart  of  the  Bible  is  the  great  truth  of 
reconciliation  whereby  God-haters  become 
friends  of  God;  whereby  a  slave-consciousness 
is  transformed  into  a  consciousness  of  sonship. 
The  quest  of  reconciliation  to  God,  oneness  with 
the  Almighty,  is  the  great  quest  of  the  ages. 
"Ise  gie  ye  twa  coos  if  ye  ’gree  me  and  God,”1 
said  a  cattle  drover  once  to  a  Scottish  minister. 
The  rough  man  had  become  concerned  about  his 
relationship  to  God,  and  was  eager  to  know  how 
to  come  to  an  understanding  with  his  Maker. 

The  pathway  to  reconciliation  with  God  and 
to  the  freedom  of  sonship  is  declared  by  the 
Bible  to  be  Jesus  Christ.  Truth  and  freedom 
are  associated  with  him.  "I  am  the  truth,"  he 
is  represented  as  saying.  He  is  "the  Word 
become  flesh,"  the  incarnate  personal  Truth. 
"Ye  shall  know  the  truth,”  Jesus  said,  "and  the 

1  "I’ll  give  you  two  cows  if  you  bring  God  and  me  to  an 
understanding.” 
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truth  shall  make  you  free.”  St.  Paul,  who  him¬ 
self  had  been  delivered  from  bondage  to  sin 
through  faith  in  the  Crucified,  and  had  become 
one  of  the  spiritually  free,  said,  "Stand  fast 
in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  you 
free.”  So  absolute  was  this  liberty  to  be,  that 
Christians  should  owe  no  man  anything  but 
love.  It  was  a  freedom  perfected  in  love.  For 
to  love  is  to  fulfill  the  law.  To  love  is  to  be 
free;  to  hate  is  to  be  a  slave. 

It  is,  therefore,  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
true  Lord  of  Life  that  produces  that  spiritual 
freedom  which  manifests  and  fulfills  itself  in 
love.  Here  are  two  germinal  truths  which  are 
supremely  important.  The  first  is  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  ultimate.  He  is  the  absolute  truth,  the 
theme  of  the  Bible,  and  the  beginning  and  end 
of  life.  Truly  to  know  him  is  to  achieve  free¬ 
dom.  He  is  life’s  greatest  liberator.  He  is  the 
only  figure  in  history  who  is  utterly  worthy  of 
being  followed,  the  only  master  whose  disciple- 
ship  will  not  lead  to  eventual  bondage.  "The 
liberator  of  one  generation,”  it  has  been  said, 
"becomes  the  gaoler  of  the  next.”  Christ  is 
the  only  one  who  ever  lived  of  whom  this  is 
not  true.  He  is  everlastingly  our  contemporary 
who  sets  men  free  today  as  he  did  yesterday. 
Therefore 

"I  bind  my  heart  this  tide 
To  the  Galilean’s  side.” 

The  other  truth  is  this:  If  spiritual  freedom 
manifests  and  fulfills  itself  in  love,  no  one  who 
is  free  can  be  an  individualist  or  live  merely  for 
himself.  Love  has  no  meaning  except  where 
others  are  concerned.  It  involves  a  giving  of 
oneself  to  God  and  to  other  people.  It  means 
friendship  and  community.  Only  in  fellowship 
with  kindred  spirits,  bound  together  in  the 
same  great  loyalty  to  God  and  to  his  scheme 
of  world  fellowship  in  Christ,  can  one  be  fully 
free.  The  Christian  Church  is  designed  by  God 
to  be  the  great  home  of  freedom  as  it  is  of 


truth.  It  is  the  church’s  supreme  task  now  as 
ever  to  be  the  great  mother  whose  sons  and 
daughters  around  the  world  shall  be  friends  of 
God  and  of  one  another  and  of  all  men. 

IV 

We  return  to  the  place  where  we  began. 
What  has  been  said  provides  a  mirror  in  which 
to  study  the  new  challenge  to  freedom  by  the 
totalitarian  powers.  The  new  order  which  these 
powers  have  created  has  important  lessons  to 
teach  us. 

Who  will  deny  that,  if  that  freedom  which 
manifests  itself  in  the  love  of  God  and  man 
had  prevailed  in  human  relations  during  the  last 
few  decades,  the  revolt  against  freedom  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  would  never  have  taken 
place?  If,  instead  of  diplomatic  manoeuvering 
and  sentimental  good  will,  there  had  been  ac¬ 
tual  friendship  between  the  world’s  rulers,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  willingness  to  pay  the  dues  of 
friendship,  the  present  crisis  of  freedom  would 
not  have  developed.  As  it  is,  in  the  vast  modern 
cemetery  made  up  of  those  lands  in  which 
today  "freedom  lies  putrescent,”  are  significant 
epitaphs  well  worthy  of  our  study. 

The  epitaph  of  self-expressionism  is  there. 
This  corpse  while  in  life  had  regarded  the  li¬ 
cense  it  claimed  as  perfect  freedom.  The  free¬ 
dom  of  self-expressionism  consists  in  the  un¬ 
bridled  manifestation  of  instincts  however  low, 
and  the  untrammeled  pursuit  of  interests  how¬ 
ever  selfish  and  antisocial.  In  demanding  that 
every  expression  of  the  self  shall  serve  the  com¬ 
munity,  the  totalitarian  rulers  have  secured  by 
force  a  virtue  which  ought  to  have  been  culti¬ 
vated  by  free  choice.  They  have  reminded  us  of 
something  which  hosts  of  people  had,  alas,  for¬ 
gotten;  namely,  that  personality  grows  when 
men  respond  to  the  claims  of  something  greater 
than  themselves.  For  young  Communists  and 
Nazis  who  give  themselves  with  joyful  abandon 
to  the  cause  of  class  or  blood  the  question  of 
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freedom  becomes  a  purely  academic  issue  and 
does  not  concern  them.  What  alone  interests 
them  is  devotion  to  their  cause. 

The  epitaph  of  relativism  is  also  there.  The 
relativist  contends  that  a  free  man  should 
adopt  an  attitude  of  complete  detachment  from 
all  human  absolutes.  True  freedom,  he  believes, 
can  only  be  maintained  by  a  refusal  to  identify 
oneself  completely  with  any  single  idea  or  cause. 
It  lies  in  preserving  oneself  unattached — a  per¬ 
petual  bachelor.  A  free  man,  according  to  this 
view,  appreciates  the  values  inherent  in  all  ideas 
and  causes,  but  he  never  marries  himself  to  any. 
And  so  he  lives  and  dies  spiritually  childless. 
To  a  generation  which  believed  that  the  essence 
of  free  personality  consisted  in  the  endless  dis¬ 
cussion  of  viewpoints  and  the  maintenance  of 
poise  and  measure,  the  totalitarian  systems  have 
taught  that  true  personality,  and  with  it  true 
freedom,  can  be  obtained  only  by  commitment 
to  some  master — a  great  idea,  a  great  cause,  a 
great  person. 

But  who  shall  the  master  be?  That  is  the 
ultimate  question.  The  truth  and  error  of  totali¬ 
tarianism  become  clear  at  this  point.  To  live 
in  any  worthy  sense  means  to  commit  oneself 
utterly  to  something  greater  than  oneself.  That 
is  the  everlasting  truth  proclaimed  by  the  totali- 
tarians.  Their  error  is  equally  plain.  Com¬ 
mitment  in  their  scheme  is  produced  by  force, 
which  destroys  the  elemental  birthright  of  per¬ 
sonality,  the  right  of  free  choice.  Not  only  so; 
the  commitment  they  demand  is  made  to  an 
unworthy  master.  No  man  or  state,  no  class  or 
race  or  imperial  tradition,  is  worthy  of  the  un¬ 
reserved  devotion  of  a  human  soul.  Where  this 
demand  is  made,  God  is  supplanted,  and  a 
human  idol  is  enthroned  in  his  place.  Where 
human  spirits  submit  to  be  mastered  by  some 
man-god,  grave  consequences  follow.  Their 
humanity  dies;  they  are  reduced  to  the  status 


of  cogs  in  the  machinery  of  state.  Their  hori¬ 
zons  are  narrowed.  They  can  not  look  with  sym¬ 
pathy  and  longing  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
territory  claimed  by  their  master.  Parochialism 
prevails;  universal  friendship  is  rejected;  the 
dream  of  world  brotherhood  dies. 

In  such  a  situation  what  shall  we  do?  What 
shall  the  future  be?  The  famous  words  of  old 
John  Erskine,  spoken  in  the  Scottish  General 
Assembly,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  after  he 
had  listened  to  a  discourse  in  which  the  world 
mission  of  Christianity  was  disputed,  are  a 
worthy  slogan  for  our  time.  "Rax  me  that 
Bible,  Moderator,”1  said  the  old  man.  At  a 
time  when  the  Christian  view  of  life  is  being 
disputed  in  its  individual  and  corporate  aspects, 
and  men  are  asked  to  bow  the  knee  before  new 
Baals,  let  the  slogan  resound  "Rax  me  that 
Bible.”  When  the  old  Book  is  placed  in  our 
hands,  we  open  it  afresh  where  John  Erskine 
did,  and  read,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
make  disciples  of  all  nations.”  Let  Christianity 
become  missionary  again.  Trembling  for  the 
future  of  freedom  in  the  world,  we  listen  to  the 
words,  "If  the  Son  shall  make  you  free,  ye 
shall  be  free  indeed.”  How  widespread  shall 
that  freedom  be?  "He  shall  have  dominion 
from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the  river  unto  the 
ends  of  the  earth.” 

But,  "Oh  God,”  I  hear  some  say,  "what 
if  the  whole  earth  be  soaked  in  blood  by 
men  who  are  a  blot  upon  thy  world?”  Listen 
and  read  again:  "Even  the  creation  waits  with 
eager  longing  for  the  sons  of  God  to  be  re¬ 
vealed.”  And  yet,  again,  "The  creation  itself 
shall  be  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corrup¬ 
tion  into  the  liberty  of  the  glory  of  the  children 
of  God.”  Redeemed  nature  and  redeemed  men 
shall  yet  rejoice  together  in  the  freedom  of  the 
Truth  that  makes  all  things  free. 

1  "Reach  me  that  Bible,  Moderator.” 
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Suggestions  for  the  Observance  of 
Universal  Bible  Sunday 

Let  one  of  the  services  on  December  10  be  given  to  the  theme  of 
this  brochure.  The  statements  by  Dr.  Mackay  are  timely,  suggestive, 
and  scholarly. 

•  •  • 


The  poster  accompanying  this  brochure  was  done  by  Rockwell  Kent. 
Its  arresting  message  should  be  given  from  the  bulletin  board  of  every 
church. 

•  •  • 


Since  the  date  falls  near  the  319th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  the  message  of  the  day  mav  be  commemorative  of 
that  significant  occasion. 

•  •  • 


This  year’s  theme  is  receiving  wide  publicity.  Secretary  Stifler  gave 
thirteen  coast-to-coast  weekly  broadcasts  during  the  summer  and  fall 
on  the  theme.  A  news  item  and  editorial  are  being  sent  by  the  Society 
to  thousands  of  local  newspapers.  Ask  your  editor  if  he  has  seen  them. 
If  he  has  not,  offer  to  write  a  few  paragraphs  for  his  paper  about  the 
part  the  Bible  has  played  in  establishing  human  freedom. 


The  Men’s  Class  in  the  church  may  prepare  a  slip  to  be  placed  on 
each  Bible  in  the  hotel  rooms  of  the  community  calling  attention  to 
the  observance. 

•  •  • 


The  bookstores  of  the  neighborhood  should  be  asked  to  feature  the 
Bible  in  their  windows  during  the  week. 


The  observance  this  year  may  lend  itself  to  patriotic  programs  featur¬ 
ing  the  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  of  assembly,  and  of 
worship.  These  cherished  liberties  for  which  our  fathers  fought  are  in 
more  serious  danger  just  now  than  they  have  been  for  many  years. 
Service  clubs,  chambers  of  commerce,  labor  councils,  and  patriotic 
orders  generally  may  be  enlisted  to  join  in  the  observance. 
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Dr.  William  Lyon  Phelps,  Vice  President  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  will  be  heard  on  one  of  the  coast-to-coast  networks  in  the  early 
afternoon  of  December  10  Eastern  Standard  Time,  speaking  as  part  of 
the  observance.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  other  network 
messages.  Publicity  may  be  given  these  programs  by  pastors,  churches, 
and  Bible  Classes. 

•  •  • 

A  practical  form  of  patriotic  celebration  would  be  a  program  of 
Gospel  distribution  among  Bibleless  neighbors.  Gospel  portions  in 
many  foreign  languages  spoken  in  our  country  may  be  secured  from 
the  American  Bible  Society  for  from  one  to  five  cents  apiece  plus 
postage.  Write  to  the  nearest  depository  for  Scripture  supplies. 


A  Special  Opportunity 

A  joint  resolution  presented  recently  in  the  Senate  is  now  before  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor.  It  reads  as  follows: 

Whereas  in  1782  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  approved 
the  printing  of  the  Holy  Bible,  and  recommended  it  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  United  States;  and 

Whereas  it  is  apparent  that  a  revitalization  of  the  moral  and  spiritual 
life  of  this  nation  and  of  the  world  is  greatly  to  be  desired; 
Therefore  he  it 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  this  Congress 
reaffirm  the  original  resolution  adopted  in  1782  and  once  more 
commend  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  principles  and 
precepts  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  America’s  greatest 
textbook  on  right  living. 

Ask  your  members  to  observe  Universal  Bible  Sunday  by  addressing 
a  card  to  the  Senate  Chamber  either  to  Senator  Charles  O.  Andrews  of 
Florida,  the  proposer,  or  to  Senator  Elbert  D.  Thomas,  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  requesting  the  early  passage 
of  the  resolution. 

•  •  • 


For  more  detailed  suggestions  as  to  Scripture  passages,  hymns, 
anthems,  prayers,  topics  for  services  and  addresses,  consult  the  brochure 
for  1937  entitled  "The  Fountain  of  Life,”  pages  14-17.  If  you  do  not 
have  one,  orders  for  additional  copies  (one  to  a  church)  will  be  filled 
as  long  as  the  supply  holds  out  (see  Order  Blank,  Item  No.  2). 
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American  Bible  Society 


(7®  HE  American  bible  society,  founded  in  1816,  grew  up  with  the 
nation,  and  was  founded  on  the  conviction  that  no  American 
home  should  be  without  a  Bible.  With  the  expansion  of  the  foreign 
missionary  movement,  it  early  began  to  serve  the  Scripture  needs  of 
other  lands.  Its  purpose  has  never  changed.  From  the  beginning  it 
has  confined  its  work  to  the  aiding  of  translators,  the  publishing  and 
the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures  without  note  or  comment.  In  this 
basic  missionary  task  it  has  been  the  servant  of  all  the  denominations. 
It  derives  its  support  from  the  gifts  of  individuals  and  churches,  and  is 
prepared  greatly  to  extend  its  services  to  meet  increasing  demand  as 
fast  as  its  support  makes  this  extension  possible.  Correspondence  is 
solicited.  Gifts  should  be  sent  to  The  Treasurer,  Bible  House,  Park 
Avenue  and  57th  Street,  New  York  City. 


DEPOSITORIES 

to  which  your  Universal  Bible  Sunday  orders  should  be  sent 

New  York  City:  Bible  House,  Park  Avenue  and  57th  Street 

Atlanta,  Georgia:  85  Walton  Street 

Chicago,  Illinois:  35  East  Wacker  Drive 

Dallas,  Texas:  1814  Main  Street 

San  Francisco,  California:  224  McAllister  Street 
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